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Hello Riviera Bay neighbors!
It is the time of the year we would normally be busy 

having and planning for upcoming events. This time last 
year, we were preparing for our annual Thanksgiving feast 
with our fellow residents. The gathering and comradery at 
last year’s dinner was fabulous, especially 
not knowing what was around the corner in 
2020!

Since it is still not recommended to meet 
in person, especially when eating without 
masks, the RBCA Board of Directors 
will hold a gift card drawing in place of 
our dinner with funds typically used for 
Thanksgiving! Gift cards will be from local 
small businesses in our area, some of which 
are owned by Riviera Bay residents. See the 
announcement below for more information.

This year, we started to have our bi-
monthly board meetings online. We 
cancelled all general meetings this year since 
COVID-19 disrupted our world back in 
March. We will be discussing how to address future general 
meetings when the board comes together again in December. 
Stay tuned for how we may meet (most likely virtually) for 
our January meeting to kick off the new 2021 year.

Our District 2 City Council woman, Brandi Gabbard, 
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hosted her 2nd annual Town Hall virtually on October 6th. 
Presenters included our very own SPPD D2 Sergeant Jason 
Deary and our Community Service Officers (CSO) Cory 
Crawford. Officer Crawford reported stats specifically from 
Riviera Bay, which are currently very low. Another speaker, 

Pat Largo, from Local Shops 1, filled us in 
on their new online marketplace, www.
BuyLocalTampaBay.com/ and it’s Million-
Dollar Mission. It takes 50,000 locals 
spending just $20 each on a local business 
to pump $1 million into our local economy. 
Check them out.

Don’t forget, our Christmas Light 
Display Contest is open to all current RBCA 
members. A team of judges, determined by 
the Board of Directors, will be roaming the 
neighborhood from December 18-22 and 
we will announce the winner on FaceBook 
and NextDoor on December 23rd. Winner 
receives a Gift card!

Once again, it is time for our candle 
luminary sales and membership drive. Please see the 
separate flyer insert for more information.

As always, It’s Another Great Day in Riviera Bay!
Vicki Shuman, 
RBCA President

Winners will be announced on our social media sites.

THANKSGIVING GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

Gift Cards are from local businesses!
Up to 20 CARDS will be up for grabs!

All RBCA members are entered in the drawing 
To be held on: November 17th (tentative)

Riviera Bay Civic Association will be holding a 
Gift Card drawing in place of our usual Dinner.
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If you need:
•  Driveways, Sidewalks, Patio, Pool Deck, 

Utility Pad, we do it!
•  A “SeaWalk” to replace your old sea wall 

cap so walking along the water is a pleasure.

A subsidiary of Southland Asset Management Company, Inc. CBC1255115

E-Mail: UnitedSurfaceTechnology@Gmail.com

United Surface
Technology Group, Inc.

9079 4th Street N. Suite #300
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

CONCRETE & 
ALL SURFACES!

Call for FREE estimate

(727) 277 - 2764

United Surface Technology Group, Inc.
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The Christmas Eve Boat Parade is right around 
the corner and preparations are underway! Lance 

Obst will lead this year’s parade. I think we should 
all commit to making this the biggest and best parade 
ever. We all deserve it with all the challenges from 
2020! If you would like to be part of the parade, 
please decorate your boat with as much holiday décor 
and lights as possible. We will meet at the boat ramp 

CHRISTMAS EVE BOAT PARADE

in Sun Lit Cove and Lance will lead the parade from 
there. Please be at the ramp no later than 6:15 pm and 
the parade will start at 6:30 pm. During the parade we 
would ask that all captains tune to channel 72 on vhf 
in order to communicate. There will be a cash prize of 
$100 to the boat and crew that decides to decorate and 
show the best Holiday Spirit, courtesy of Brad Bess.
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Ihope everyone has 
become Next Door 

members (once a resident you can join 
by registering your name, address and 
email address). It helps in keeping 
us alert to current situations that can 
affect our lives and community. Please 
join and once you have, you can select 
the types of information which comes 
to you similar to Twitter, Facebook 
and other media sites. One type is 
Crime & Safety where I do most of 
my posting. 

Some recent posts on Next Door 
concern me.  I feel we are not getting 
the word out to our neighbors and 
friends regarding suspicious activities 
in our neighborhood. 

 Suggestions to Reduce Criminal 
Activities:

1. Become familiar with your 
neighbors and those in your immediate 
neighborhood. Consider knowing or 
being able to recognize vehicles (that 
are owned by your neighbors) within a 
few houses of yours in either direction.  
Then if someone comes into your 
neighborhood and pulls up in front 
of house you will quickly know if it 
belongs there or just visiting or maybe 
suspicious. If it is unfamiliar to you 
spend a minute or two to see what is 
taking place. 

Crime Watch Corner
By Don Gilbert

If it just sits there it might be 
suspicious – Notify the Non-Emergency 
Number for the Saint Petersburg Police 
Department. Their Number is 727-
893-7780. You can figure out in a few 
moments if it is suspicious.  If it is not, 
then go on with your life. 

If you see a strange vehicle 
driving in your area more than once 

in a few minutes, consider it might be 
suspicious.

2. Install LED lights on Motion 
Sensors on the corners of your house.  
They can be set to turn on with motion 
in various distances from your house 
and I have them set to come out if 
someone walks in the gutter in front 
of my house. They also come on when 
larger vehicles move quickly in the 
street.

3. Install Security Cameras. There 
are three types:

WiFi Security Cameras which 

James R.“Jim” Kennedy, Jr.
727-821-6888727-821-6888

250 Mirror Lake Dr. North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702

PERSONAL ATTENTION FROM AN EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY

Wills & Trusts  Family Law
Personal Injury     Auto Accident

Medical Malpractice
www.jrklaw.com     jim@jrklaw.com

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION BY PHONE OR IN OFFICE

Since 1982

RBCA Ad Rates Start as low as
$29 Per Issue!

Reach 1,300 Homes in
YOUR AREA

For Ad Rates 727-577-5500
or email

RBCAnews@aol.com

require a fairly strong WiFi signal in 
your house. They record usually in the 
internet “Cloud” and require storage 
fees invoiced monthly or annually. 

BNC – DVR security camera 
systems.  They store analog images in 
video on a hard drive in your system.  
The camera is limited usually to a 1080 
image.  The connections are using two 
wires making connection using a RCA 
plug. 

IP – NVR digital system capturing 
from cameras up to 8K. The system 
can store on up to an 8 Terabyte hard 

drive at your location. They use 
either a Cat5 or Cat6 single cable for 
everything.  The difference is distance 
between Cat5 and Cat6. 130 Feet 
length versus 320 Feet respectively. 

Of course, there are other 
considerations, but these three 
are helpful in reducing suspicious 
activities in our neighborhood. If 
you have access to You Tube, I have 

posted Test Video’s on the channel for 
testing all three types listed above. You 
can bring them up under “Riviera Bay 
Crime Watch.” My recommendation is 
for an IP NVR system with 2, 4 or more 
cameras. Some names include Lorex, 
Reo Link, GW and Hikvision.  Prices 
can start around $300 and up. Second 
suggestion is a WiFi system but the 
image quality looks paper thin when 
viewing night time video. No depth of 
field is captured. BNC systems are old 
school and can be picked up for less, 
but the quality is less!
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Riviera Bay continues to be a very sought-after 
neighborhood of St. Petersburg. Our location, 

amenities, lifestyle, and absolute fantastic neighbors 
are the reason why 31 families chose to move here over 
the last 3 months. Interest rates are historically low, and 
we currently are experiencing a shortage of inventory, 
so therefore prices have risen over the last 6 months. 
If you are considering doing some sort of an update to 
your home and wondering what buyers are looking for, 
here are 3 ideas that can boost your value:

1. Curb Appeal - Spend a weekend adding some 

Riviera Bay 
Real Estate Update

By Brad Bess

color to the front of your home with plants and flowers, 
pressure wash the driveway.

2. Flooring - Right now, vinyl planks, and tile that 
looks like wood are current. 

3. Paint - A fresh coat of paint on the interior or 
exterior can really change the feel of your home, 
consider going with a paint that they are using on HG 
TV and have some fun with it! 

I hope this update helps you understand our local 
market. See you around the neighborhood! 
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BRAD BESS
I  love our wonderful neighborhood and love helping my neighbors achieve 

their Real Estate Goals.
Our neighborhood is consistently one of the most desirable areas in St. 

Petersburg.
Feel free to contact me anytime with advice on selling your home 

or simply asking about our current Market. I take calls all the time from 
neighbors asking me about what they should or should not do to their 
home.  

My family and I are committed to making this neighborhood the best 
that it can be, whether it is the 4th of July Flags,  Footballs leading up to 
the big game, or sponsoring the Memorial Day Concert at the Sandbar!

I am a neighbor first, so feel free to call anytime 
with questions or assistance!

Call Today: 727-324-3077
Email: BradBess@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL RIVIERA BAY
REAL ESTATE AGENT!!

Hear what your neighbors have to say about me:
“Purchasing or selling a home can be the most stressful undertaking a family can endure.  From the 
first day we met Brad, me and my wife were 110% satisfied with not only his professionalism, but the 
fact that he truly cared about our purchase.” — Trevor L McCarthy

“Brad Bess is hands down the best Realtor we have ever worked with. He is incredibly knowledgeable, 
energetic and attentive.” — Wayne & Rebekkah Perry

“Brad adeptly walked us through an internet purchase of our new home while we were living overseas.  
He went above and beyond even after the sale, connecting us the services required to set up housekeep-
ing.” — Desiree and Rick Panlilio

“Brad Bess recently helped my wife and I purchase and sell a home. He was an aggressive advocate for 
us on our purchase and literally worked day and night to make sure everything went smoothly.  He was 
honest and knowledgeable, especially about the Riviera Bay market. I would highly recommend Brad 
to anyone buying or selling a home!” — Brenton J. Ross, Esq.
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These neighbors have trusted me with marketing and selling their home! 
Call me anytime and I would be happy to assist you as well! 

727-324-3077
233 96th Av N - Pending Sale   •   220 98th Av NE - Sold!!!!

9008 Bay St NE - Sold!!!   •   9466 Treasure Lane NE - Pending Sale
9543 Treasure Lane NE - Pending Sale
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Membership Renewal Info
We are your neighborhood civic association and we work for you to maintain and improve your neighborhood. If you 
have not joined or renewed your membership in the Riviera Bay Civic Association, please take a moment to fill out this 
membership form and bring it to the next meeting or send your dues to the address below. Please show your support 
by sending in at least $10.00. (A larger amount would be appreciated!) One association membership per household 
includes your spouse and children, to be purchased each calendar year.

I would like to join/rejoin the Riviera Bay Civic Association. Enclosed please find at least $10.00 (more is always appreciated) 
association dues for our family for January through December.
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________ Email: _____________________________________________
Please make checks payable to: Riviera Bay Civic Association
Mail to: Riviera Bay Civic Association, PO Box 55883, St. Petersburg, FL 33732

RBCA
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: 
Vicki Shuman, 727-709-2123, 
   vickifour@yahoo.com
VICE-PRESIDENT:
Brad Bess - 727.324.3077, 
   bradbess@gmail.com
SECRETARY/MEMBERSHIP:
Lori Intravichit, 727-576-2903,
   intravichit1@gmail.com

TREASURER:
Stephen Goetz, 919-579-9408,
   Stevegogoetz@gmail.com
DIRECTORS: 
Joe Baez - 727.804.5631, 
   stpete66@aol.com
Marc Esposito - 703-470-2863 
   marcesposito6@aol.com
Donna Hoover - 443-487-1475
   donna.rbca@yahoo.com
Brandon Huskins 727-409-4709
   brandon@ahvanguard.com

Toni Michalove - 727.492.5682,
   reddogs02@gmail.com
CRIMEWATCH COORDINATOR:
Don Gilbert, 727.286.1869
   dtipgilbert@gmail.com, 
RBCA NEWSLETTER EDITOR & 
ADVERTISING: 
AM Media Group - 727-403-8176     
   RBCAnews@aol.com
MAYOR’S ACTION LINE - 
   893-7111 (For any dept & # in the city)

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
   893-7780
COMMUNITY POLICE SERVICE 
   SQUAD - 551-3182
   For ongoing problems and response
  within 24 hours
MAYOR RICK KRISEMAN - 893-7201
   Mayor@stpete.org / 
DISTRICT 2 COUNCILWOMAN
Brandi Gabbard - 893-7117
  Brandi.Gabbard@stpete.org


